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ABSTRACT

After the inauguration of Nadiem Makarim on October 23, 2019 as Indonesia's Minister of
Education, Culture, Research and Technology, there were several excellent policies and programs
made related to education in Indonesia. One of the superior products is the Merdeka Belajar
Curriculum. This research is a literature review that examines and studies literature related to the
Merdeka Curriculum on Student Learning Achievement. Data collection using the Preferred
Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta Analysis (PRISMA) method. The curriculum
that is currently being implemented is the Merdeka Curriculum, a curriculum with the aim of being
able to facilitate the transition process of the national curriculum and to restore education that was
previously less than optimal due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this Merdeka Curriculum in its
application in order to optimize and provide opportunities for students to explore their interests
and talents. A fun curriculum and learning system makes students feel comfortable during the
process so that it can improve student achievement. Thus, there is a relationship between the
Merdeka Curriculum and Student Learning Achievement.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is a very important and fundamental role in efforts to create a quality society.
Education is a way to change the condition of underdeveloped countries into developed countries.

Developed countries are born one of them from advanced education.

Efforts to improve the quality of society are part of the goals of national education. Law
No. 20 Article 3 Year 2003 on the National Education System. Education aims to develop the
ability and shape the character and civilization of a qualified nation in order to educate the nation's

life, as well as develop the potential of students to become human beings who are faithful and
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devoted to God Almighty, noble, healthy, knowledgeable, independent and democratic and

responsible.

The curriculum is the life of education and can never be separated. According to Kamaludin
and Suryaman (in Rahmadayanti & Hartoyo, 2022) argue that "the curriculum is a set of
educational programs with components that are interrelated and supportive, systematically

arranged and implemented to achieve educational goals."”

In the Indonesian education system, education has undergone 11 curriculum changes,
starting in 1947, using a very simple curriculum then until the latest curriculum, the 2013
curriculum (Sumarsih et al., 2022). However, frequent changes in the curriculum are a form of
improvement from the previous curriculum. Every curriculum change that occurs is a policy of the
authorities regarding education in Indonesia, in this case the responsibility of the Ministry of
Education and Culture.

After the inauguration of Nadiem Makarim on October 23, 2019 as Indonesia's Minister of
Education, Culture, Research and Technology, Nadiem Makarim has made several policies and
various superior programs related to education in Indonesia. One of the superior products issued
by Nadiem Makarim is the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum which has recently been implemented in

schools in various parts of Indonesia.

According to (Yamin & Syabhrir, 2020), the concept of "Merdeka Belajar" is an offer in
reconstructing the national education system. Reorganizing the education system in order to
welcome changes and progress in the nation that can adapt to changing times. In a way, restoring
the true nature of education, namely education to humanize humans or liberating education.
Meanwhile, according to Fathan (in Saleh, 2020) the Minister of Education and Culture's version
of independent learning can be defined that the application of the curriculum in the learning
process is designed to be fun in line with the development of innovative thinking, so that it can

foster a positive attitude of students in responding to learning.

Based on a copy of the circular letter resulting from the decision of the Minister of
Education, Culture, Research and Technology Number 56 / M / 2022 on February 11, 2022

concerning Guidelines for Curriculum Implementation in the Context of Learning Recovery. So
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that in the 2022/2023 school year educational units apply the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in the
process. This phenomenon is being felt by educators in various regions, making educators quickly

respond to synchronize learning with the applicable Merdeka Belajar Curriculum.

According to Poerwadaninta (in Mulyadi, 2016) the achievement of learning outcomes is
the achievement of the best possible results in accordance with the child's ability at a certain point
on things that are being done or done. In addition, according to Djalal (in Supardanayasa, 2021)
argues that student learning achievement is a representation of student abilities obtained from the
assessment of the student learning process in achieving learning objectives.

Based on the experience of researchers when implementing the Teaching Campus Program
Batch 3, the focus of researchers is not only to assist educators in re-stabilizing the teaching and
learning process due to the covid-19 virus pandemic that has been going on for almost two years,
but also to assist in adapting technology that can be applied to educational units, and researchers
also carry out the task of socializing the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum to schools where researchers

carry out deployment assignments, and several schools in the same area.

In its implementation, Merdeka Belajar Curriculum is non-parallel and refers to a policy
that gives schools the freedom to implement Merdeka Belajar Curriculum. The Ministry of
Education and Culture has recorded the readiness of schools in Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka
(IKM), which shows that there are many public and private schools that are ready and registered
to implement IKM with an independent learning category of 35,334 schools, for the independent
category there are 59,429 schools, an independent category of 3,607 which will begin to be
implemented in the 2022/2023 school year covering PAUD, SD, SMP, SMA / SMK levels
(Rahmadayanti & Hartoyo, 2022).

There are still quite a few studies that discuss the Merdeka Curriculum at school, most of
the research conducted discusses the Merdeka Curriculum at the tertiary level. Research that
discusses the Merdeka Curriculum has only been submitted by several researchers, namely
(Susilowati & Author, 2022), (Perdana, 2021), and (Sumarsih et al., 2022). Based on the above
background, the authors are interested in conducting research that discusses the Relationship
between the Independent Curriculum and Student Learning Achievement.
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METHOD

This research is a literature review that seeks to explore and reorganize various related concepts
from previously available written results. This technique is carried out by reading, studying, and
reviewing literature related to the Merdeka Curriculum on Student Learning Achievement.
According to Herliandry (in Syofian & Gazali, 2021) the literature review aims to describe the

main content based on the information obtained.

Data collection for the literature review was carried out with a database search tool as a stage of
searching for literature sources. This data collection uses the Preferred Reporting Items for
Systematic Reviews and Meta Analysis (PRISMA) method. The research was carried out by

analyzing journals and then making summaries related to the questions and objectives of the study.

The strategy carried out in the literature search was obtained through a database of national and
international journal providers. National and international journal provider databases can be
accessed through several websites. The access used for journal searches uses databases from
Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, Open Knowledge Maps which then use the search term

Independent Curriculum Relationship to Student Learning Achievement.

Based on the results of the literature search, the author obtained as many as 20 articles that are in
accordance with the objectives of the study that the author will conduct. The journal literature used

as study material is as follows:

No. Penulis Judul Nama Jurnal Tahun
1. A Abidah,HN The Impact Of Covid-  Studies In 2020
Hidaayatullah, R M 19 To Indonesian Philosophy Of
Simamora, D Education And Its Science And
Fehabutar, L Relation To The Education
Mutakinati Philosophy Of (Sipose)
“Merdeka Belajar”
2. Alp Christ, Aysenur Learning Processes Studies In 2022
Capon-Sieber, Vanda And Their Mediating Educational
Grob, Urs Role Between Evaluation
Praetorius, Anna Teaching Quality And
Katharina Student Achievement:
A Systematic Review
3. Aprima, Desy Analisis Penerapan Cendikia : Media 2022
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Pembelajaran
Berdiferensiasi Dalam
Implementasi
Kurikulum Merdeka
Pada Pelajaran
Matematika SD

Jurnal llmiah
Pendidikan

4.  Hidayani, Masrifa Pembelajaran Tematik ~ At-Ta'lim: Jurnal 2016
Dalam Kurikulum Pendidikan Islam
2013
5.  Kemendikbudristek Buku Saku: Tanya Kementerian 2022
Jawab Kurikulum Pendidikan,
Merdeka Kebudayaan,
Riset Dan
Teknologi,
Kementerian
Pendidikan,
Kebudayaan,
Riset Dan
Teknologi
6.  Kolovou, Dimitra Content-Specificity Of  Teaching And 2021
Naumann, Alexander Teachers’ Judgment Teacher
Hochweber, Jan Accuracy Regarding Education
Praetorius, Anna Students’ Academic
Katharina Achievement
7.  M’mboga Akala, Dr Revisiting Education Social Sciences 2021
Beatrice Reform In Kenya: A & Humanities
Case Of Competency Open
Based Curriculum
(CBC)
8.  Martin-Alonso, Diego  Relationships And Teaching And 2021
Sierra, Eduardo Tensions Between The  Teacher
Blanco, Nieves Curricular Program Education
And The Lived
Curriculum. A
Narrative Research
9.  Mulyadi, Eko Penerapan Model Jurnal Pendidikan 2016
Project Based Learning Teknologi Dan
Untuk Meningkatan Kejuruan
Kinerja Dan Prestasi
Belajar Fisika Siswa
SMK
10. Perdana, Muslimin Persepsi Guru Paper Knowledge 2021

Yoga

Pendidikan Jasmani,
Olahraga Dan

Kesehatan Terhadap
Merdeka Belajar Di

. Toward A
Media History Of
Documents
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Sekolah Dasar Se-
Kapanewon Tepus

11. Pingge, Heronimus Faktor Yang JURNAL JPSD 2016
Delu Mempengaruhi Hasil (Jurnal
Wangid, Muhammad Belajar Siswa Sekolah ~ Pendidikan
Nur Dasar Di Kecamatan Sekolah Dasar)
Kota Tambolaka
12.  Rahmadayanti, Dewi Potret Kurikulum Jurnal Basicedu 2022
Hartoyo, Agung Merdeka, Wujud
Merdeka Belajar Di
Sekolah Dasar
13. Saleh, Meylan Merdeka Belajar Di Prosiding 2020
Tengah Pandemi Seminar Nasional
Covid-19 Hardiknas
14. Sherly Merdeka Belajar Di Merdeka Belajar: 2020
Dharma, Edy Era Pendidikan 4.0 Kajian Literatur
Sihombing, Betty
Humiras
15. Simpen, Ketut Penerapan Model Jurnal Adiraga 2021
Pembelajaran
Kooperatif Tipe NHT
Untuk Meningkatkan
Motivasi Dan Prestasi
Belajar PJOK Siswa
Kelas X MIA 3 Sma
Negeri 1 Kubu Pada
Semester Ganjil Tahun
Pelajaran 2019/2020
16. Sumarsih, Ineu Analisis Implementasi ~ Jurnal Basicedu 2022
Marliyani, Teni Kurikulum Merdeka Di
Hadiyansah, Yadi Sekolah Penggerak
Hernawan, Asep Herry  Sekolah Dasar
Prihantini, Prihantini
17. Supardanayasa, | Ketut Penerapan Metode Jurnal Bakti 2021
Demonstrasi Dan Saraswati
Penugasan Untuk
Meningkatkan Prestasi
Belajar Pendidikan
Jasmani Olahraga Dan
Kesehatan
18. Susilowati, Evi Implementasi Al-Miskawaih 2022
Author, Kurikulum Merdeka Journal Of
Correspondence Belajar Dalam Science
Pembentukan Karakter Education

Siswa Pada Mata
Pelajaran Pendidikan
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Agama Islam
19. Syofian, Muhammad Kajian Literatur: Journal Of Sport 2021
Gazali, Novri Dampak Covid-19 Education
Terhadap Pendidikan (JOPE)
Jasmani
20. Yamin, Muhammad Pembangunan Jurnal limiah 2020
Syabhrir, Syahrir Pendidikan Merdeka Mandala

Belajar (Telaah Metode Education
Pembelajaran)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Independent Curriculum on Student Learning Achievement

According to (Hidayani, 2016) the curriculum is a set of plans and rules relating to the
content and learning materials as well as the methods used to deliver teaching and learning
activities. Discussing further, according to Schwab (in Martin-Alonso et al., 2021) argues that the
curriculum is not an abstract representation or idea, the curriculum is built on real and concrete

issues where each difference is compared with other experiences and contexts.

The curriculum should reflect a common understanding of educational terminology
commonly used by educators. The curriculum must be useful for educators in making lesson plans.
Meanwhile, according to (Hidayani, 2016) the curriculum is a set of plans and rules relating to the
content and learning materials as well as the methods used to deliver teaching and learning

activities.

To continue to improve the quality of education in Indonesia, the applied curriculum
develops, adapts to education units, regional potential, and needs to be evaluated to study the
effectiveness of curriculum implementation. According to Indarta (in Rahmadayanti & Hartoyo,
2022) describes the development of curriculum improvement is said to be effective if the results
of the development are in accordance with the demands and needs, relevance, flexibility,
continuity, practicality, and effectiveness. Thus, curriculum development should have a strong

foundation, and be principled to support the achievement of educational goals.

Discussing further, Hargreaves (in M’mboga Akala, 2021) argues that educational change

can be triggered by many factors such as teaching strategies, resource outcomes, greater
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participation, funding, stakeholder engagement, improving the quality of education, teacher
training, marketing education, preserving parental rights and involvement in their children's
education, accountability measures, encouraging the development of higher order thinking and

adopting new literacies and technologies in teaching and learning.

Merdeka Curriculum according to (Kemendikbudristek, 2022) is a curriculum that includes
a variety of intracurricular learning, optimizing content to provide students with sufficient time to
explore concepts and strengthen competencies. Teachers have the flexibility to choose various
educational tools to tailor the learning process to students' learning needs and interests. The
advantages of implementing this independent curriculum are that educators become creative and
innovative in implementing the learning process, the material presented to students is given
freedom, free to be delivered sequentially or randomly, depending on which part the educator and
students must master first (Aprima, 2022).

Meanwhile, according to (Abidah et al., 2020) argues that free learning means free
learning, which is providing opportunities for students to learn as freely as possible, to learn
calmly, relaxed and happily and without pressure by paying attention to their natural talents,
without forcing them to learn or master a field of knowledge outside of their hobbies and abilities,

so that each has a portfolio that suits their interests.

There are two main objectives underlying this independent curriculum policy. First, the
government, in this case Kemendikbudristek, wants to emphasize that schools have the authority
and responsibility to develop the curriculum according to the needs and circumstances of each
school. Second, this curriculum option policy is expected to facilitate a smooth and gradual

transition process of the national curriculum (Kemendikbudristek, 2022).

Quoting from (Kemendikbudristek, 2022) in its implementation, the independent

curriculum has four main policies, including the following:
a. Changing Ujian Sekolah Berstandar Nasional (USBN) to Asesmen Kompetensi

In this independent curriculum, the USBN will be replaced by assessments organized only

by schools. Tests to assess student competencies can be conducted in the form of written tests
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or other more comprehensive forms of assessment, such as portfolios and assignments.

Teachers and schools are more independent in assessing student learning outcomes.

b. Ujian Nasioanl (UN) will be changed to Asesmen Kompetensi Minimum and Survei

Karakter

Ujian Nasional (UN) will be changed to a Asesmen Kompetensi Minimum and Surveli

Karakter consisting of:

1) Literacy: The ability to reason using language.
2) Numeracy: The ability to reason using math.

3) Character Reinforcement Education.

The test is administered to students in the middle of the school year, e.g. grades 4, 8, 11,
so it encourages teachers and schools to improve the quality of learning and cannot be used as

a basis for selecting students to the next level.
c. Simplification of Rencana Pelaksanaan Pembelajaran (RPP)

Under the new policy, teachers are free to choose, create, use and develop lesson plan
formats. The three core components of lesson plans consist of learning objectives, learning
activities and assessment. Writing lesson plans is done efficiently and effectively so that

teachers have more time to prepare and evaluate the learning process itself.
d. Peraturan Penerimaan Peserta Didik Baru (PPDB) Zonasi

Making the PPDB policy more flexible to accommodate inequality of access and quality

in various regions, the zoning composition includes the following:

1) Zoning Pathway: at least 50%

2) Affirmation Pathway: at least 15%

3) Transfer Path: maximum 5%

4) Achievement Pathway: 0 — 30% (adjusted to regiona; conditions)
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Each region is authorized to determine the final proportions and establish zoning areas.
Equitable access to and quality of education needs to be accompanied by other initiatives by

local governments, such as the redistribution of educators to schools that lack educators.

According to (Sherly et al., 2020) Merdeka learning requires the transformation of the

school curriculum towards a diversified school curriculum:

1) National standards are set by the center to be further elaborated into Provincial
standards and District/city standards; education standards need to be measured and
improved regularly.

2) Education programs have diverse objectives, so education based on national interests
through PPKN, Religious Education, Indonesian Language, Mathematics and Global
Education will be a tool to unify the nation.

3) Basic literacy and numeracy education and training is the core of the school curriculum
towards the development of lifelong learning.

4) The educational burden of basic knowledge (subjects) should be reduced to the extent
necessary for practice and implemented through thematic learning.

5) A large part of the context of the school curriculum is the application of literacy in the
form of life skills according to the needs of the region; local governments need to be
given the authority and ability to develop such curricula.

6) Schools should be given the authority to create a menu of life skills education of
individual choice and schools should be able to guarantee its implementation.

According to (Supardanayasa, 2021) states that learning achievement is the result of
individual competence after completing a learning process. Individual learning achievement is
in accordance with the level of success in learning learning material which is expressed in the
form of grades after going through the learning process. Student learning achievement can be
seen after an evaluation is held, and the results of the evaluation can show the level of student

learning achievement.

Meanwhile, according to (in Simpen, 2021) learning achievement is the result of
educational assessment related to student improvement after carrying out the learning process.

Learning achievement is a result obtained that can make changes in individuals as a result of
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learning activities. Discussing further, according to (Alp Christ et al., 2022) teaching quality
indirectly affects student achievement. Therefore, the relationship between teaching quality

and student achievement is continuous.

Meanwhile, according to (Kolovou et al., 2021) argues that student achievement is usually
measured either by standardized tests or by curriculum-based measurement procedures. In
order to achieve good learning outcomes, making yourself and others proud. Therefore, in
order to get good learning outcomes, students are faced with several factors that can make
students get maximum learning outcomes. The need to create a conducive learning
environment system in order to achieve the learning objectives that have been set, this relates
to factors from outside the student. Meanwhile, the factors that influence it are gaining

knowledge, planting concepts, skills, and forming attitudes.

According to (Pingge & Wangid, 2016) states that the factors that influence learning
outcomes can be grouped into two major groups, namely factors that come from within
students (internal factors) which include intellectual abilities, affections such as feelings and
self-confidence, motivation, maturity to learn, memory ability, and sensory abilities such as
seeing, hearing, and feeling. While factors that come from outside the student (external factors)
include factors related to the conditions of the learning process which include teachers,
learning quality, learning instruments or facilities in the form of hardware and software and

the environment, both the social environment and the natural environment.

Based on the above references, there is a new system in the curriculum that is currently
being implemented, namely the Merdeka Curriculum, a curriculum with the aim of being able
to facilitate the transition process of the national curriculum and being able to restore education
that was previously less than optimally implemented due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Apart
from being free for students, this curriculum also aims to liberate educators, the existence of
this new curriculum system allows educators to have flexibility in the education process,
educators can adjust the process of teaching and learning activities to the needs and interests
of student learning. The education process with the Merdeka Curriculum system can improve
student learning achievement results, because the learning process is flexibly designed to refer

to the direction of students' interests and talents.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the results of analysis from several sources, it can be concluded that there is a
positive relationship between the Independent Curriculum and Student Learning Achievement,
because the Independent Curriculum itself is designed so that students can feel independent in
learning, and also educators feel free when teaching. A flexible curriculum, provides space and
opportunities for students to their interests and talents, besides that it makes educators more
innovative and creative in the learning process, because the material presented to students is given
freedom, delivering randomly or sequentially depending on what material educators and students
must master first. Some factors that can affect learning achievement besides self and motivation,
one of the factors that can affect student learning achievement is the curriculum system used by
the school, the learning process carried out by students, the quality of learning provided. Therefore,
the author argues that with a pleasant curriculum and learning system, students can feel
comfortable during the process so that it can improve student achievement itself. Thus, there is a

relationship between the Merdeka Curriculum and Student Learning Achievement.
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